
 
 

 

Important Reactions to Israel's "Nation-State" Law 
 

In July, the Israeli government passed the disturbing new Nation-State law, which asserts the 
primacy of Jews and Jewish rights in Israel, while ignoring and downgrading the rights of other 
citizens. The law undercuts critical commitments made in the Israeli Declaration of 
Independence that Israel would “foster the development of the country for the benefit of all its 
inhabitants … and ensure complete equality of social and political rights.” 
 
Over the past few weeks, we’ve seen outraged reactions to this new law from leaders, activists 
and concerned citizens in Israel, the American Jewish community and around the world.  
 
J Street’s Response 
 

● Our statement: J Street Saddened and Disturbed by Passage of Israel’s Nation-State 
Law 

● Our “Word On The Street” message to J Street supporters.  
● Our “explainer” of the law.  
● In the media: The Atlantic, Los Angeles Times, USA Today, Haaretz.  

 
From Israel 
 

● 180 Israeli artists, authors and intellectuals, including Amos Oz, David Grossman and 
A.B. Yehoshua, called on Prime Minister Netanyahu and the Knesset to cancel the law.  

● Eight former police commissioners signed a letter calling for the law to be changed and 
expressing support for minority groups’ opposition to it. 

● Meretz party leader Tamar Zandberg petitioned Israel’s High Court to overturn the law, 
calling it “an act of sabotage against Israeli law that replaced equality with racism.” 

● Former Shin Bet director and Navy commander Ami Ayalon called on Israel’s President 
Reuben Rivlin not to sign the nation-state bill into law.  

● Zouheir Bahloul, a Palestinian-Israeli MK from the Zionist Union, resigned from the 
Knesset in protest.  

● Several Druze officers have resigned from the IDF, citing the law’s discrimination against 
them and their community. Veteran leaders of the Druze community are organizing 
protests against the law.  

● Retired Israeli generals and former commanders of the IDF’s elite paratrooper units 
signed letters opposing the law.  

● Thousands have attended protests against the bill, including a public “Arabic lesson” 
organized by a consortium of Israeli civil society organizations.  

 
Critical Statements from American Jewish communal organizations 
 

● Anti-Defamation League.  
● Ameinu.  

https://jstreet.org/press-releases/j-street-saddened-and-disturbed-by-passage-of-israels-nation-state-law/#.W2HcnmRKgfE
https://jstreet.org/press-releases/j-street-saddened-and-disturbed-by-passage-of-israels-nation-state-law/#.W2HcnmRKgfE
https://jstreet.org/word-on-the-street-the-nation-state-bill/#.W2Hc2GRKgfE
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.jstreet.org/images/Passing_of_nation_law-_explainer_1.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/07/israel-nation-state-law/565712/
http://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-fg-israel-nation-state-bill-20180718-story.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2018/07/19/israeli-parliament-passes-jewish-nation-bill/799250002/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/israel-passes-controversial-nation-state-bill-1.6291048
https://www.timesofisrael.com/180-artists-authors-intellectuals-call-for-cancellation-of-nation-state-law/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/former-police-brass-urge-government-to-change-nation-state-law/
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/180677-180731-opposition-party-petitions-israel-s-high-court-against-nation-state-law
https://www.timesofisrael.com/former-shin-bet-chief-pleads-with-president-to-not-sign-nation-state-law/
https://www.jta.org/2018/07/29/news-opinion/arab-israeli-lawmaker-labor-party-resigns-nation-state-law
https://www.jta.org/2018/07/31/news-opinion/2-druze-idf-officers-resign-nation-state-law
http://www.bicom.org.uk/news/druze-community-launches-campaign-nation-state-law/
https://twitter.com/NTarnopolsky/status/1023933790027165696
https://twitter.com/NTarnopolsky/status/1023933790027165696
https://www.jta.org/2018/07/15/news-opinion/thousands-demonstrate-tel-aviv-nation-state-bill
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-several-thousand-protesters-attend-mega-arabic-lesson-in-tel-aviv-1.6334735
https://www.adl.org/news/press-releases/adl-statement-on-knesset-passage-of-nation-state-law
https://www.ameinu.net/blog/letters-from-leadership-3/ameinu-decries-provocative-israel-nation-state-law/


 
 

 

● American Jewish Committee.  
● Association of Reform Zionist of America.  
● Conservative movement: Made no official statement, but pointed to this blog post as 

expressing its position.  
● Jewish Labor Committee.  
● Jewish Federations of North America.  
● National Council of Jewish Women.  
● New Israel Fund.  
● Reconstructing Judaism.  
● T’ruah.  
● Union for Reform Judaism.  

 
 
Statements from other prominent American voices 
 

● American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten: “It is a giant leap 
backward for the people of Israel. It is anti-Arab and anti-minority, and it embodies a 
bigotry and authoritarianism that I fear was energized and emboldened by the current 
U.S. president.”  

● Representative Jan Schakowsky (IL-9), Chief Deputy Democratic Whip: “I deeply cherish 
Israel’s Jewish and Democratic character, and I am proud to be a longtime supporter of 
the US-Israel relationship and our shared democratic values….I deeply cherish Israel’s 
Jewish and Democratic character, and I am proud to be a longtime supporter of the 
US-Israel relationship and our shared democratic values.” 

 
 
Notable Opinion and Analysis  
 

● Netanyahu weakens support for Israel in the United States, Gershom Gorenberg, 
Washington Post  

● The Ramifications of the Nation State Law: Is Israeli Democracy at Risk?, Pnina Sharvit 
Baruch, INSS  

● Israel's 'Jewish state' law is the latest assault on its Arab citizens, Editorial, LA Times  
● The Unavoidable Obstacle to LGBT Equality, Religious Pluralism and a Liberal Israel: It’s 

the Occupation, Stupid, Chemi Shalev, Haaretz 
● Israel’s hugely controversial “nation-state” law, explained, Miriam Berger, Vox  
● 60% of Israelis Think the New Nation-State Law Should Have Included ‘Equality', Israel 

Democracy Institute  
 
 

 

https://www.ajc.org/news/ajc-criticizes-knesset-adoption-of-nation-state-bill
https://www.arza.org/blog/post/act-now-stop-the-nation-state-bill
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-day-the-jewish-state-became-orthodox/
http://www.jewishlaborcommittee.org/2018/07/israeli_identity_politics_vs_a.html
https://jewishfederations.org/fedworld/israels-passage-of-the-controversial-nation-state-bill-278524
https://www.ncjw.org/news/israels-jewish-nation-state-law-an-affront-to-human-dignity-and-decency/
https://www.nif.org/news-media/press-releases/nif-ceo-israel-nation-state-bill-is-tribalism-at-its-worst-betrays-human-dignity-and-equality/
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/news/statement-israels-passage-nation-state-law
http://www.truah.org/press/nation-state-bill-threatens-the-very-future-of-israel/
https://urj.org/blog/2018/07/18/urj-president-rabbi-rick-jacobs-statement-israels-nation-state-law
https://www.aft.org/press-release/american-federation-teachers-condemns-anti-democratic-events-israel
https://schakowsky.house.gov/press-releases/schakowsky-statement-on-the-israeli-nationstate-bill/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2018/07/31/netanyahu-weakens-support-for-israel-in-the-united-states/?utm_term=.a7ce68a26526
http://www.inss.org.il/publication/ramifications-nation-state-law-israeli-democracy-risk/?utm_source=activetrail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=INSS%20Insight%20No.%201080
http://www.inss.org.il/publication/ramifications-nation-state-law-israeli-democracy-risk/?utm_source=activetrail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=INSS%20Insight%20No.%201080
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-israel-arabs-20180720-story.html
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-an-obstacle-to-lgbt-equality-religious-pluralism-and-a-liberal-israel-1.6295470
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-an-obstacle-to-lgbt-equality-religious-pluralism-and-a-liberal-israel-1.6295470
https://www.vox.com/world/2018/7/31/17623978/israel-jewish-nation-state-law-bill-explained-apartheid-netanyahu-democracy
https://en.idi.org.il/articles/24311

